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(Received 14th January 1971) The capacity of follicular oocytes for normal fertilization has been tested in hamsters (Barros & Austin, 1967) , sheep (Woody, Alliston & Ulberg, 1961) and rabbits (Noyes, 1952; Chang, 1955) . Follicular oocytes of rabbits and hamsters were fertilized at a reduced rate but no sheep oocytes developed. Dziuk & Dickmann (1965) (Hunter & Polge, 1966; Baker, Dziuk & Norton, 1967 (Baker et al., 1967) . The penetration of one spermatozoon through the zona pellucida, the presence of two pronuclei, or a cleaved egg with two pronuclei were the criteria for classification of eggs as normally fertilized. More than one spermatozoon inside the zona pellucida and more than two pronuclei were criteria for classifi¬ cation as polyspermic (Hancock, 1959) .
The results of Trial I are given in In Trial II, the ability of fertilized follicular eggs to develop into foetuses was studied in seven cyclic gilts. They were placed on a treatment schedule similar to that of Trial I but these gilts were subjected to laparotomy 96 hr after ovulation. A double ligature was placed on one uterine horn near the bifurca¬ tion to prevent transcornual mixing of the embryos from naturally ovulated eggs and the embryos from the follicular oocytes. Dziuk (1968) found that ligating the uterus had no effect on embryonal survival. Fifty-nine oocytes were collected from follicles and fifty-three of these were transferred into seven gilts. 
